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ance to sell, in the hope of obtaining licence from the Privy
Council to export their cloth themselves1. The Company
found difficulty in coping with the free traders, who imported
Eastland commodities not only through the Sound but also
from Hamburg and Amsterdam2. Neither the instructions
given to the customs officials not to pass any goods to and
from the East Country without the Company's warrant, nor
the severe penalty imposed on the interloper found trading
within the fellowship's jurisdiction—the forfeiture of one-
half of his goods—acted as a deterrent3.
During the Interregnum official support was withdrawn
fr°m *ke Company, and its enemies were active in demon-
support. strating the benefits of free trade in which young merchants
could range from place to place and by selling cheap extend
the sale of their commodities abroad4. The Company ad-
dressed petitions to the Council of State, representing ' the
sad effects' produced by the suspension of its privileges,
and setting forth its claims to the nation's gratitude—the
export of cloth, whose price it kept up by warehousing it
abroad when the market was glutted; the import of raw
materials and precious metals ; the former employment of
two hundred large ships which constituted a ' nursery for
seamen'; and the acquisition of foreign privileges5. At
the moment the plea for the re-establishment of its govern-
ment elicited no response, but after the Restoration its
charter was renewed (i66i)6. The affairs of the Company
remained, however, in an unsatisfactory state; and, faced
with the evidence of declining trade, it appealed to the King
in 1671 to prohibit aliens, especially the merchants of Danzig,
from importing Eastland commodities. The Council of
Trade reported favourably on the petition, subject to the
1 State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, p. 407.
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4	Johnson, A Plea for Free-Men's Liberties or the Monopoly of the East-
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